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O07 THE © 
Bookſellers and Printers, 
Relating to the PATENT EES for the ſole Printing all 
5 Books of the Common. Lap. 


Þ SHAT for ſome Years laſt paſt, ſeveral private Perſons, for their own particular 
Gain, have procured Patents tor the ſole printing all Books whatfoever, relating 

to the common Law of this Land. And as ſuch Patentees are not Minters 

by Trade, but Gentlemen, they Farm out the ſame to others, which 
Practices are attended with very great Inconveniencies, and are the Occaſion of great 
 Dppreſſions upon the Printers and Bookſellers, as well as the reſt of Her Majeſties Subjects. 
„„ „ ))) 8 


I. Such Patents are conceived to bea Montapaly, a thing very odious in the Eye of the 
Law, and have been once adjudged to be lo by all the Judges. For as it would be a Mo- 
nopoly, ſhould the Crown grant to any one Perſon, or Body of Men, the ſole Priviledge 
of making of Cards, which is a kind of printing: Why ſhould a Printer be under any te- 
Htrafat from exerciſing ſo conſiderable a Branch of his Trade, as that of printing Lau. Books 

is? Or why ſhould any Man who hath a mind to publiſh a Treatiſe of Law, be forced to 
have it printed at the Patentees-Prels, and not be at his liberty to have it done where he 
can have it done beſt and cheapeſt? — 8 e 


II. This is the Occaſion of the common Complaint of the exceſſive Price of all Books re- 
lating to the Law. For the Booklellers being forced to print all ſuch Books at the Preſs of 

thePatentees, they compel them to pay five or {ix Shillings per Pound Moze than the com- 
mon Price of printing any where elſe. Beſides, they are as long again in the printing of 
the Law-Books, as any other Printers are in doing of the ſame Work. 


III. That the firſt Pretenſions of granting ſuch Patents now crales. For when Reporters 
of the Law were appointed and paid by the Crown, the Crown had an Intere!t in their 
Wozks,and it was very reaſonable it ſhould appoint who {hould be theJPaliters and Pub- 
liſhers of em. But ſince that Ulage is no longer practiſed, but every Man is at liberth to 
write what Treatiſes of Law he pleaſes. ?Tis unreaſonable, that when a Bodklclict hach 
given an Author 2 or 300 /. for a Copy, he ſhould be forced to pay near half as much more 
to the Patentees, for Liberty to publiſh it to the World. 1 
lv. That when ſuch Patents were firſt granted, the Books of the Law were very tew, 
and the Books in which the C20wn might be conceived to have any Intereſt, were men- 
tioned therein, and the Patent was granted for ſuch BokS. Beſides, the Number 
of Pꝛeſſes were then very (mall; but ſince Printing- Houſes are increaled, there being about 
70o now in London, and the Books of the Law, as well as Printers, are grown very nume- 
rous ; It can't be thought hard to ſay, that ſuch Patents arc, at leaſt, a great Pꝛejuditce to 
the Improvement of Knowledge, the uſeful Art of PRINTING, and the Trade of thoſe 
who have no other Method to get a Living. TNT 


V. That the Crown hath no manner of Advantage by ſuch Patents, but the Uſage of 
them may be very Dangerous, for if ſuch Patents ſhould be allowed, it may ſcem as reaſon- 
able to grant a Patent to a Man, tor the ſole Binding of all 1.aw-Books. For Printing is as 
much a Trade as Book- binding. 


Wherefore it is humbly hoped, That this Honourable Houſe will be plegſed to take their 
CASE into Conſideration, and to give them ſuch Relief herein, as to your great 
Wiſdom ſhall think moit juit and reaſonable. 


